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This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in this 
application, wherein claims 42-44, 46, 50-55, 57, 58, 60, 63, 65, 66, 68, 70, and 72-82 
have been amended. 



Listing of Claims 

What is claimed is: 

Claims 1-41 (canceled) 



42. (currently amended) An index generation system configured to process data and 
information from a link e d information system configur e d to obtain a set of media content 
in r e lation to at least one tracked th e m e or topic within a field and to gen e rate a set of 
links betw e en m e dia content as a function of a r e l e vance to th e at l e ast on e track e d th e m e 
or topic, the index system comprising: 

A. at least one storage device having stored therein a media content module 
configured to obtain a selected set of media content items r e lated to a topic 
from th e at l e ast one theme or topic ; 

B. an index generator configured to generate an index comprising a set of 
topics and to associate individual media content items from the set of 
media content items with at least one topic from the set of topics: 

C. a scorer scoring modul e configured to: 

1 ) assign a_scores to each media content items associated with a topic, 
within the s e lected s e t of m e dia content wherein the score is a value that 
indicates a degree of support, from a support scale, of the media content 
item with the topic ; and 

2) generate a combined score for each topic from the scores assigned 
to the media content items associated with the topic, wherein the 
combined score provides a measure of perceptions and trends relative to 
the topic for decision makers 

Gt an index g e n e ration modul e configur e d to g e nerat e an index for the topic 
as a function of th e set of scor e s . 
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43. (currently amended) The system of claim 42, furth e r comprising wherein the index 
represents a country or an industry and the set of topics includes one or more topics 
chosen from a group comprising: business, markets, politics, economics, finance, and 
international affairs. 

a country sp e cific index calculator adapted to integrate international 

information from the select e d set of m e dia content into the index, th e 
international information including at l e ast one of: 

(a) information compon e nts for other countri e s; 

(b) political and economic topics, including inflation, deflation, 

d e ficits, exchang e rates, reforms, oil pric e s and supplies; and 

(e) behavioral aspects r e lating to at l e ast one of wars, reconstruction, 

alliances, and terrorism. 

44. (currently amended) The system of claim 42, 

wherein the set of index parts includes a behavioral index part comprising a 
behavioral set of topics, each behavioral topic representing an attitude; and 

wherein the scorer is further configured to assign a score to each media content 
item, from the subset of media content items, that relates to a behavioral topic, wherein 
such score is a value that indicates a degree of support expressed in the media content for 
the attitude, from the support scale. 

g e neration modul e comprises an initial index gen e ration module configured to capture 
and repres e nt a set of b e havioral aspects, including at least on e of: 

(a) confid e nc e in busin e ss, — including corporate — governance and 

behaviors; 

(b) confid e nce in financial markets, including economy relating to 

employm e nt; 

(e) fairness and e quity in manag e ment compensation, health insuranc e 

for e mployees, incomes, and un e mploym e nt; 
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(d) uncertainty about domestic political and e conomic factors, about 

inter e st rat e s, about d e ficits, un e mployment, and th e economy in g e neral; 

(e) unc e rtainty about int e rnational political and e conomic factors, 

wars, reconstruction, alliances, free trad e , and t e rrorism. 

45. (previously presented) The system of claim 42, wherein the selected set of media 
content comprises excerpts providing specific information from at least one of a clip, a 
report of an event, or a specifically worded statement about an event or article in 
combination with an invitation for a response from at least one of a user and expert. 

46. (currently amended) The system of claim 42, further comprising: 

D. a resilience tester module configured to test the susceptibility to change of 
the assigned scores, the index, or both in response to receipt of new or 
updated media content items related to the set of topics. 

47. (previously presented) The system of claim 42, further comprising: 

D. an output module configured to present via a user interface the assigned 
scores in combination with media content items to which they relate. 

48. (previously presented) The system of claim 42, further comprising: 

D. a feedback module configured to enable users, experts, or both to assign 
scores to the media content items, wherein an expert meets a 
predetermined set of criteria demonstrating an expertise on the topic. 

49. (previously presented) The system of claim 42, wherein the index includes a 
behavioral index comprising: 

(a) an initial sub-index generated from scores assigned to the media 
content items; 
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(b) a user sub-index generated from user assigned scores related to the 
media content items; and 

(c) an expert sub-index generated from expert assigned scores related 
to the media content items, wherein an expert meets a predetermined set of 
criteria demonstrating an expertise on the topic. 



50. (currently amended) An index generation system configured to process data and 
information from a linked information system configur e d to obtain a set of media content 
in relation to at l e ast one tracked th e me or topic within a fi e ld and to gen e rat e a s e t of 
links between m e dia cont e nt as a function of a r e l e vanc e to th e at least one tracked theme 
or topic, th e index syst e m comprising: 

A. at least one storage device having stored therein a m e dia content modul e 
co nfi gur e d to obtain a selected set of media content items relat e d to a topic 
from th e at l e ast on e them e or topic ; 

B. an index generator configured to generate an index comprising a set of 
topics and to associate individual media content items from the set of 
media content items with at least one topic from the set of topics: 

C. a scorer scoring modul e configured to: 

1} assign a media content scores to each media content items 
associated with a topic, within the s e lected s e t of media content 
wherein the score is a value that indicates a degree of support, 
from a support scale, of the individual media content item with the 
topic ; and 

2} generate a combined score for each topic from the scores assigned 
to the media content items associated with the topic, wherein the 
combined score provides a measure of perceptions and trends 
relative to the topic for decision makers 
C. an ind e x g e n e ration modul e configured to g e nerate an ind e x for the topic 

as a function of th e s e t of scores ; and 
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D. a graphic user interface module configured to present information via an 
output device, the graphic user interface module comprising: 

(a) an output module configured to present via a user interface the 
assigned media content scores in combination with the media content 
items to which they relate; 

(b) an index feedback module configured to enable users, experts, or 
both to assign the media content scores to the media content items, 
wherein an expert meets a predetermined set of criteria demonstrating an 
expertise on the topic; and 

(c) a content feedback module configured to enable the users, experts, 
or both to provid e input s and comments related to the media content items^ 

51. (currently amended) The system of claim 50, wherein the index generator g e neration 
modules comprises: 

(a) an initial index generator configured to generate an initial sub- 
index from scores assigned to the media content items; 

(b) a user index generator configured to generate a user sub-index 
from user assigned scores related to the media content items; 

(c) an expert index generator configured to generate an expert sub- 
index from expert assigned scores related to the media content items; and 

(d) an overall index generator configured to generate an overall index 
as a function of the initial sub-index, user sub-index and expert sub-index. 

52. (currently amended) The system of claim 50, wherein the graphic user interface 
module further comprises: 

(d) a framework generator configured to generate for display a 
framework related to the set of topics and deriv e d from the select e d related 
set of media content, the framework comprising: 
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(a) a multi-dimensional framework having a risk axis and an 
opportunity axis r e pr e s e nting a relationship b e twe e n a risk spectrum and 
an opportunity spectrum ; and 

(b) a set of icons representing subtopics from of the set of topics, each 
icon representing a topic and displayed within the framework as a function 
of a risk and an opportunity associated with the subtopic, 

wherein eaeh an icon is linked to a related subset of media content items 
associated with the topic represented by the icon and selection of the icon 
generates a presentation of a subsequent framework and subsequent set of 
subtopic icons, information related to the subset of media content, or both. 



53. (currently amended) The system of claim 50, further comprising: 
E. a linked information system comprising: 

1) a content selector coupled to a network and configured to obtain 
media content items included in the set of media content items: 

2) a linker configured to generate a set of links between related media 
content items from the set of media content items; and 

3) a media content updater configured to update the set of media 
content items, including incorporating new media content items 
into the set of media content items and adding, deleting or editing 
the set of links as a function of the new media content items 

an int e rfac e to a set of link e d information syst e m data stor e s comprising a 
plurality of information and data, including: 

(a) a s e t of links betwe e n s e lected portions of information present in 

th e s e t of media cont e nt, wh e rein th e s e t of m e dia content is available over 
th e computer network in an el e ctronic format; 

(b) a markup of linked information pointing out relevance of one 

portion of information to anoth e r link e d portion of information; and 

(e) a s e t of exp e rt comm e ntary providing insight on busin e ss and 

e conomic topics of int e rest and groups of related m e dia cont e nt, wher e in 
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th e data stor e of links and th e markup of link e d information ar c 
continuously adapted to accommodat e n e wly available m e dia cont e nt 
relevant to th e field of busin e ss and e conomics, and to accommodate n o w 
m e anings of pr e viously link e d information as the new meanings develop 



54. (currently amended) An index generation system configur e d to process data and 
information from a link e d information syst e m configured to obtain a set of media cont e nt 
in relation to at l e ast one tracked theme or topic within a field and to g e nerate a set of 
links betw ee n m e dia content as a function of a relevanc e to the at least on e tracked theme 
or topic, th e index system comprising: 

A. a topic selection mechanism configured for enabling selection of a set of 
topics from th e at l e ast one track e d th e m e or topic ; 

B. at least one storage device having stored therein, in electronic form, a 
m e dia content module configur e d to obtain a s e l e ct e d set of media content 
items relat e d to a topic from the at l e ast on e th e me or topic ; 

C. an index generator configured to generate an index comprising the set of 
topics and to associate media content items from the set of media content 
items with at least one topic from the set of topics; 

D. a scoring module configured to: 

1 ) assign a_scores to each m edia content items associated with a topic, 
within th e s e l e cted set of media cont e nt wherein the score is a 
value that indicates a degree of support, from a support scale, of 
the individual media content item with the topic ; and 

2} generate a combined score for each topic from the scores assigned 
to the media content items associated with the topic, wherein the 
combined score provides a measure of perceptions and trends 
relative to the topic for decision makers 
Br an index g e n e ration module configur e d to generat e an ind e x for the topic 

as a function of th e set of scor e s ; and 
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E. a set of feedback modules, including: 

(a) an index feedback module configured to enable users, experts, or 
both to assign scores to the media content items, wherein an expert meets 
a predetermined set of criteria demonstrating an expertise on the topic; and 

(b) a content feedback module configured to enable the users, experts, 
or both to fine - tun e th e topic s e l e ction, provid e inputs and-comments 
related to the media content items or set of links, or both . 



55. (currently amended) The system of claim 54, wherein the index generator is 
configured to adjust the index and the scorer is configured to adjust the scores associated 
with media content items in response to feedback provided via the set of feedback 

(a) an initial index including a first part relating to selected media 

cont e nt, a s e cond part r e lating to b e havioral aspects, and a third part 
r e lating to an e xt e rnal view of countri e s and r e gions; 

(b) at l e ast on e respond e nt ind e x including f ee dback from selected 

r e spond e nts relating to th e initial index, including at least one of: 

4-) a us e r sub -index including f ee dback from th e users; and 

24 an e xp e rt sub - index including f ee dback from th e exp e rts; 

(e) an ov e rall index generat e d from a combination of th e initial ind e x 

and the at least on e r e spondent ind e x. 



56. (previously presented) The system of claim 54, further comprising: 

F. a graphic user interface module configured to present graphical user 
interface mechanisms for enabling the feedback from the users, experts, or 
both. 
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57. (currently amended) The system of claim 54, further comprising: wh e rein th e at least 
on e tracked th e m e or topic includes a plurality of rolling topics, and the topic selection 
mechanism further compris e s 



58. (currently amended) An index generation system configured to process data and 
information from a linked information system configur e d to obtain a set of media content 
in r e lation to at least on e track e d them e or topic within a field and to g e nerate a set of 
links b e tween m e dia content as a function of a relevance to th e at least one tracked thomo 
or topic, th e index system comprising: 

A. at least one storage device having stored therein, in electronic form, a 
media cont e nt module configur e d to obtain a s e lected set of media content 
items r e lat e d to a topic from th e at least on e th e me or topic ; 

B. an index generator configured to generate an index comprising the set of 
topics and to associate media content items from the set of media content 
items with at least one topic from the set of topics, the index generator 
comprising: 

(a) an initial index generator configured to generate an initial sub- 
index from scores assigned to the media content items: 

(b) a respondent index generator configured to generate a respondent 
sub-index from feedback by respondents, including scores assigned by 
users, experts, or both related to the media content items: and 

(c) an overall index generator configured to generate the index as a 
function of the initial sub-index and the respondent sub-index; and 



F. 




within an updated s e t of m e dia content embodying a change in current 
events , wherein hibernate means omit a topic from the index and revive 
means return a topic to the index . 
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C. a scoring module configured to assign a media content scores to each 
individual media content items associated with a topic, within the select e d 
s e t of media content wherein the score is a value that indicates a degree of 
support, from a support scale, of the individual media content item with 
the topic s and wherein the scores provide a measure of perceptions and 
trends relative to the topic for decision makers 

a set of index gen e ration modul e s configured to g e nerate an ind e x for th e 

topic as a function of scores, the index generation modules comprising: 

(a) an initial index g e nerator configured to gen e rate an initial sub - 
ind e x from scor e s assigned to the media content items; 

(b) an respondent index g e n e rator configur e d to gen e rat e a respondent 

sub ind e x from feedback by r e spond e nts, including scores assigned by 
users, experts, or both related to th e media content it e ms; and 

(e) an ov e rall ind e x g e nerator configured to generate the index as a 

function of th e initial sub ind e x and the respondent sub index . 

59. (previously presented) The system of claim 58, further comprising: 

D. a resilience test module configured to test the susceptibility to change of 
the assigned scores, the index, or both in response to receipt of new or 
updated media content items related to the topic. 

60. (currently amended) The system of claim 58, 

wherein the set of index parts includes a behavioral index part comprising a 
behavioral set of topics, each behavioral topic representing an attitude; and 

wherein the scorer is further configured to assign a score to each media content 
item, from the set of media content items, that relates to a behavioral topic 
represents at l e ast one of an uncertainty, a confid e nce, a corporate governanc e , a measure 
of fairness and e quity . 
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61. (previously presented) The system of claim 58, wherein the initial index generator is 
configured to assign scores to at least one of selected articles, reports, or information 
from the media content items, and is also configured to calculate the initial index as a 
function of the set of scores. 



62. (previously presented) The system of claim 58, wherein the respondent index 
generator is configured to assign a set of scores from the respondent feedback to the 
initial index and media content items, and is also configured to calculate the respondent 
sub-index as a function of the set of scores. 



63. (currently amended) The system of claim 58, further comprising: 

D. a topic sel e ction module configured to fin e tun e th e s e l e ction of th e topic 
based on the fe e dback, wh e rein topics from th e at l e ast one tracked theme 
or topic may be rolled from one p e riod to the next by editing or 
hibernating topics that ar e no longer significant a topic sel e ction 
a rolling topic module adapted to hibernate and revive topics over time as 
a function of a change in the set of media content items embodying a 
change in current events, wherein hibernate means omit a topic from the 
index and revive means return a topic to the index . 

64. (previously presented) The system of claim 58, wherein the set of media content 
comprises detailed information including reports, articles and other information that is 
accessible to respondents to facilitate an educated response for generation of the at least 
one respondent index. 



65. (currently amended) The system of claim 58, the index generator g eneration modules 
are is configured to assign and weight scores for generation of the initial sub-index, the 
respondent sub-index, and the overall sub-index. 
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66. (currently amended) The system of claim 58, wherein the initial sub - index compris e s 
a first part relating to at l e ast one of economy and business mark e ts, a s e cond part 
relating to behavioral asp e cts, and a third part r e lating to an e xternal vi e w of countri e s 
and regions, and a set of int e rnational aspects is incorporated into the first part, the 
second part, and the third part of th e initial sub - ind e x index represents a country or an 
industry and the set of topics includes one or more topics chosen from a group 
comprising: business, markets, politics, economics, finance, and international affairs . 

67. (previously presented) The system of claim 58, comprising a linked information 
system providing respondents access to interrelated information, wherein the linked 
information system has a graphic user interface illustrating multilevel linkages 
interrelating the information. 

68. (currently amended) The system of claim 58, comprising a graphical user interface 
for generating a framework of int e rconn e ct e d information accessibl e to respondents, 
including both us e rs and experts; and an interaction environm e nt adapt e d to permit both 
users and e xperts to e mploy the framework to shar e information related to the set of 
topics and the set of media content, the framework comprising: 

(a) a risk axis and an opportunity axis: and 

(b) a set of icons representing topics from the set of topic, each icon 
representing a topic and displayed within the framework as a function of a 
risk and an opportunity associated with the topic, wherein an icon is linked 
to a related subset of media content items associated with the topic 
represented by the icon and selection of the icon generates a presentation 
of a subsequent framework and subsequent set of topic icons, information 
related to the subset of media content, or both . 

69. (previously presented) The system of claim 58, comprising a feedback module 
configured to generate a response sheet allowing respondents to provide the feedback. 
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70. (currently amended) A computer program product for generating an index from a set 
of media content linked as a function of a r e l e vanc e to at least one track e d th e m e or topic 
within a field , the computer program product comprising a computer readable medium 
having computer readable program code thereon for execution by at least one processor, 
the computer program code comprising: 

A. a program code configured for obtaining a selected set of media content 
items r elated to a topic from the at l e ast on e them e or topic ; 

B. a program code configured to generate an index comprising a set of topics, 
and to associate media content items from the set of media content items 
with at least one topic from the set of topics; and 

C. a program code configured for assigning a_scores to each media content 
items associated with a topic, wherein the score is a value that indicates a 
degree of support, from a support scale, of the individual media content 
item with the topic within the s e lect e d s e t of media cont e nt; and 

a program code configur e d for g e n e rating an ind e x for the topic as a 

function of th e s e t of scores , and wherein the scores for the topic provide a 
measure of perceptions and trends relative to the topic for decision 
makers . 



71. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 70, further 
comprising: 

D. a program code configured for presenting via a user interface the assigned 
scores in combination with media content items to which they relate. 

72. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 70, wherein the 
program code for generating the index compris e s: is configured to adjust the index and 
the program code for assigning scores is configured to adjust the scores associated with 
media content items in response to receiving feedback from one or more respondents 

(a) a program cod e configured to generate an initial sub ind e x from 

scores assign e d to th e media cont e nt items; 
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(b) a program code configur e d to g e n e rate a respond e nt sub - ind o x 

from f ee dback by respond e nts, including scor e s assigned by us e rs, exports, 
or both relat e d to th e m e dia cont e nt items; and 

(e) a program cod e configur e d to g e n e rat e the ind e x as a function of 

th e initial sub - ind e x and the r e spond e nt sub index . 



73. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 72, further comprising: 
D. a program code configured for generating a set of links between related 
media content items from the set of media content and updating the links 
in response to changes in the set of media content 

organizing the f e edback in association with a r e spond e nt classification 
chos e n from a set of r e spond e nt classifications and a display program code 
configur e d to present an ov e rall int e rpr e tation to th e s e t of respondent 
classifications . 



74. (currently amended) A method of generating an index linking and tagging media 
content from a s e t of media cont e nt, at least on e or mor e steps of th e m e thod configured 
to b e carri e d out by a comput e r system having acc e ss to a network of media content 
sourc e s , the method comprising: 

A. from th e m e dia cont e nt sourc e s, obtaining a set of media content from at 
least one storage device r e lat e d to a fi e ld : 

B. generating a set of links between related media content items from the set 
of media content and updating the links in response to changes in the set 
of media content: , including: 

4-) e stablishing a set of first l e vel links b e tw e en the m e dia content 

it e ms as a function of a relevance to at l e ast one tracked theme or topic 
within th e fi e ld; and 

2) creating a s e t of s e cond level links as a function of a set of internal 

dynamics of the m e dia content it e ms, such int e rnal dynamics r e pr e senting 
thr e ads of m e aning e xisting within th e m e dia content items over time; and 
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C. generating an index comprising a set of topics and associating individual 
media content items from the set of media content items with at least one 
topic from the set of topics; and tagging links from the first s e t of level 
links and second set of lev e l links, wh e r e in a tag associated with a link 
e nabl e s r e call of m e dia cont e nt associat e d with th e link using th e tag 

D. assigning a media content score to each individual media content item 
associated with a topic, wherein the score is a value that indicates a degree 
of support, from a support scale, of the individual media content item with 
the topic and wherein the scores provide a measure of perceptions and 
trends relative to the topic for decision makers . 



75. (currently amended) A method for generating an index r e p r es e nting a sen ti ment, the 
method comprising: 

A. s e l e cting at l e ast on e track e d th e me or topic relating to a fi e ld; 

Br obtaining a set of media content items from at least one storage device 
r e l e vant to th e at l e ast on e track e d th e m e or topic ; 

B€. generating an index comprising a set of topics and associating individual 
media content items from the set of media content items with at least one 
topic from the set of topics organizational presentation from the set of 
m e dia cont e nt, wher e in the organizational pr e s e ntation includes a 
cat e gorization of information from the set of m e dia content and an 
assignment of scor e s to the information from an ind e x scoring s e t of rules ; 
and 

C. assigning a media content score to each individual media content item 
associated with a topic, wherein the score is a value that indicates a degree 
of support, from a support scale, of the individual media content item with 
the topic and wherein the scores provide a measure of perceptions and 
trends relative to the topic for decision makers 

obtaining fe e dback from a set of respondents from th e organizational 

pres e ntation and indicativ e of a s e ntiment r e lating to th e at least on e 
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tracked th e me or topic and updating the assign 



according to th e 



sentiment; and 

g e nerating at l e ast on e index from th e s e t of m e dia content, th e assign e d 

scores, and the f ee dback . 

76. (currently amended) The method of claim 75, further comprising: 

DF. developing receiving commentary relating to the media content items and 
scores information, wh e r e in th e commentary has a categorization in 
support of th e index point syst e m ; and 

EG. presenting the commentary to th e respondents in association with the 
media content items and scores accordanc e with th e categorization . 

77. (currently amended) The method of claim 7476, further comprising: 

F. generating an dev e loping overall commentary from the received 



to th e fi e ld of th e busin e ss, e conomy and mark e ts ; and 
G. presenting the overall commentary to the r e spond e nts . 

78. (currently amended) The method of claim 75, further comprising: 

DF. presenting the index to th e r e spondents via a user interface. 

79. (currently amended) The method of claim 75, further comprising: 

F: fin e tuning the s e l e ction of the at l e ast on e tracked th e m e or topic based on 

th e feedback 

D. obtaining feedback from a set of respondents and updating the assigned 



80. (currently amended) The method of claim 75, further comprising r e selecting th e at 
least on e track e d th e me or topic ov e r tim e in vi e w of chang e s in a situation r e lating to the 



commentary b as e d on the results, wh e r e in th e ov e rall 



l e ntary relat e s 



scores according to the feedback . 
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fi e ld, thereby ensuring that th e s e lected topics ar e critical at a particular time in 
d e t e rmining s e ntim e nt r e lating to th e fi e ld 

D. updating the set of media content items and updating the scores in 
response to changes in the set of media content items . 

81. (currently amended) The method of claim 80J7-#, wherein updating the set of media 
content items comprises adding new media items to the set of media content items, 
deleting media content items from the set of media content items, or both fa rther 
comprising gath e ring new information r e lating to the at l e ast on e tracked theme or topic 
and discarding old information over tim e. 

82. (currently amended) The method of claim 75, wherein the set of index parts includes 
a behavioral index part comprising a behavioral set of topics, each behavioral topic 
representing an attitude; the method further comprising g e n e rating an initial index 
configured to captur e and r e present a s e t of b e havioral asp e cts of the set of m e dia 
cont e nt, including at l e ast one of: assigning a score to each media content item, from the 
subset of media content items, that relates to a behavioral topic, wherein such score is a 
value that indicates a degree of support expressed in the media content for the attitude, 
from the support scale. 

(a) confid e nc e in business, including corporate gov e rnanc e and behaviors; 

<%) confidence in financial mark e ts, including e conomy relating to 

e mploym e nt; 

(e) fairn e ss and e quity in manag e m e nt comp e nsation, h e alth insurance 

for employe e s, incomes, and unemploym e nt; 

(d) uncertainty about dom e stic political and economic factors, about 

int e rest rat e s, about d e ficits, un e mploym e nt, and th e economy in general; 

(e) uncertainty about international political and e conomic factors, 

wars, reconstruction, allianc e s, fr ee trad e , and terrorism . 
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